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David. Dupleix at once sent messengers to inform the
native princes of his successful defence of Pondicherry
against the most formidable army that had ever landed
on the shores of India. The fame of his exploits reached
Delhi, and throughout the peninsula men believed that
soldiers of France were superior to those of England.
The siege was little creditable to the British arms, yet
Olive, who served in the trenches, found an opportunity
of showing, by his gallant conduct, that high military
spirit which was conspicuous throughout his career.
Early in December news arrived that a cessation
of hostilities had been proclaimed in Europe, pending
negotiations for peace. The treaty itself, under which
there was to be a mutual restitution of conquests, was
signed at Aix-la-Chapelle on October 18th, 1748; but
it was not until August 1749 that its terms were
carried out in India by the restoration of Madras to
Admiral Boscawen. The sword was sheathed, but the
struggle, which had left behind it so many angry
passions and mutual jealousies, was soon to recom-
mence in another form. Henceforward, however, the
history of the English in India becomes more and
more intimately connected with the life of Robert
Olive,